CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE  ANNUAL  MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY  14th MAY 2009.
Present:
Cllr David Brown : Chair


     
Cllr Eddie Quirk


Cllr Tim Harker





Cllr Jonny Sykes



Cllr Douglas Micklethwait



David Clark : Parish Clerk
In attendance :  SPC John Wilding and 3 Parishioners. 
ITEM 1 :   ELECTION OF CHAIR
1.1
Cllr Brown (Chair – presiding) sought nominations for ‘Chair’. Cllr Micklethwait proposed (re)election of Cllr Brown : there were no other nominations. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Sykes and agreed by all.
(Clerk’s note : the Chair’s  signed ‘Written Undertaking’ is filed with these minutes).
ITEM 2 :   ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR
2.1
Cllr Harker proposed (re)election of Cllr Falla – subject to his agreement to accept the post : there were no other nominations.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr Micklethwait and agreed by all.  The Clerk was asked to seek confirmation of acceptance and arrange for signature of  a ‘Written Undertaking’ – failing this, to provide for election of a vice-chair at the next meeting.  Action : Clerk
ITEM 3 :   APOLOGIES  :  Cllr Falla (Military Duty) : Cllr Withers (family commitment), Barry Caddick (CEV). 

ITEM 4 :   RECEIPT OF DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST      There were none.

Adjournment 1
Unscheduled attendance of Police representative: the meeting was adjourned to enable SPC Wilding to report on organisational changes/arrangements and the latest security threats.  The following specific outcomes were noted by SPC Wilding who undertook to liaise with the Clerk soon :-

Details of a door to door salesman would be passed to the Section Sgt as an ‘intelligence report’.

Availability of a mobile telephone No. to be explored – difficulty experienced in use of the 0845 number/ option

Position with regard to the crime advice service by e-mail to be investigated/advised

Arrangements for liaison with, and assistance to, the NHW Scheme representatives to be advised.

The Chair asked to the Clerk to schedule review of the above matters for the June meeting agenda and reconvened the meeting at 20.10.   Action : Clerk

ITEM 5 :   APPROVAL OF STANDING ORDERS (S.Os)
5.1
The revised version of the Council’s S.Os (provided with the agenda) and the amendments, proposed by the Clerk and clearly identified,  were discussed.   It was accepted that these recognised changes already made to Council practice (e.g. para 10: updated FOIAct publication scheme and paras 13-15 : Good Governance arrangements ) or to enshrine recognition of recent advice on wider public responsibilities on Equality’ issues.  Approval of the revised S.Os was proposed by Cllr Harker, seconded by Cllr Micklethwait and agreed by all.

5.2
The Clerk reminded Members to keep their Register of Interests entry up to date.  The Chair asked that copies currently held be supplied by the next meeting to ensure there was no confusion. Action : Clerk
ITEM 6 :
CONFIRMATION OF CLERK’S CONTRACT
6.1
There was no proposal to alter the existing contract (provided with agenda):  confirmation was proposed by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Micklethwait and agreed by all.
ITEM 7 :   APPROVAL OF  PREVIOUS MINUTES      Approval of the minutes of the meeting on 2nd April 2009 was proposed by Cllr Quirk, seconded by Cllr Micklethwait, and agreed by all other than Cllr Sykes who was absent from that meeting.

ITEM 8:   :  MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
8.1
Item 8.1 – Impact of development of Yew Tree Cottage, Cadley..  The Chair noted that the Clerk had communicated Parish concerns to the new owners and had duly received assurances of appropriate remedial action once the building work was completed.

ITEM 9:   :  REPORT FROM COMMUNITY EMERGENCY VOLUNTEER (CEV)
9.1
In the absence of  Barry Caddick (CEV) the Chair noted that a report had been made to the April Parish Meeting and indicated that (happily) there was little of significance or concern at present. It was likely that he would be involved in any swine flu epidemic arrangements which arose and would then report. 
ITEM 10 : 
APPOINTMENT/CONFIRMATION OF COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES
10.1
The following representatives of the Parish Council were proposed by the Chair and unanimously agreed. (Clerk’s note: all represent continuation of existing appointments except that to Fete Committee) :-

KGPF
Management Committee : 
Mr Lee Merritt & Mr Jonathan G Burden

Chute Village Hall Committee :  
Cllr Eddie Quirk  

Chute Fete Cttee : 


Cllr Douglas Micklethwait 


Internal Auditor : 


Mr Barry Caddick


Community Emergency Volunteer : 
Mr Barry Caddick
11.
BUDGET FOR F/Y 20008/09 – APPROVAL OF FINAL OUTCOME
11.1
The Chair noted the ‘end of year outcome statement’ provided with the agenda.  He noted that the figures were reconciled to the Accounts for the year and that their particular value was in the direct comparison with figures for the previous financial year.  The Budget statement was approved by all.

12.
ACCOUNTS FOR F/Y 2008/09 – ARRANGEMENTS FOR AUDIT 
12.1
The Chair noted that the accounts and draft Audit Return had been made available to the Internal Auditor on 16th April 09 – target for completion of the internal audit process was for presentation to the Council at the meeting on 25th June 08.   The Clerk/RFO drew attention to the fact that the accounts and audit return Sections 1 and 2 had been provided to all Members via e-mail on 22nd April so that they could take part in the audit process as they felt necessary and/or as may be required by the Internal Auditor. 

13.
FINANCIAL GOVERNANCE & AUDIT PROGRAMME F/Y 2009/10 - APPROVAL
13.1
The Clerk/RFO drew attention to the proposed version provided with the agenda and noted that it drew on the experience gained during FY 2008/09 and, like it’s predecessor, would develop/extend in the course of the year.  Approval was proposed by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Harker and agreed by all.

 14.
FINANCE – APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS

14.1
£582.22 to Allianz Insurance PLC : premium to 1 June 09   The invitation to renew was on display for Members and it was agreed this should be circulated shortly with the policy document.  Attribution of premium costs to CFPC & KGPF was provided on the spread sheet attached to the agenda.   Approval was proposed by Cllr Quirk, seconded by Cllr Harker and agreed by all.

14.2
£106.97 to WALC/NALC  : subscription for year to 31.3.10.   Approval proposed by Cllr Quirk, seconded by Cllr Harker and agreed by all. 

14.3
£70.00 to W.C : Upper Chute amenity skip on 23.3.09.   Approval proposed by Cllr Quirk, seconded by Cllr Harker and agreed by all. 

ITEM 15 :   PLANNING APPLICATIONS
15.1
E/09/0526/TCA : Tree work @ Coach House.  Approval proposed by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Micklethwait and agreed by all. 

15.2
The Clerk noted  those which, passed without objection, had been approved by W.C. since the last meeting; also those which remained outstanding.

 ITEM 16 :   KGPF REPORT AND ACCOUNTS FOR 2008/09 - ACCEPTANCE
16.1
The Chair introduced this item by recording Members’ appreciation and thanks for the considerable efforts which the playing field committee continued to invest in running this facility: in particular those of Mr Rowan Cherrington who it was regretted decided not to stand again as Chairman.  The accession of Mr Chris Stock to the position of Chairman was welcomed.  The Chair advised that he had already had some informal discussion with Chris Stock and matters discussed had included recognition that it would be prudent to review the Committee’s current constitution – issued jointly by Chute and Chute Forest Parish Councils in 1996. The Clerk advised that informal discussion had also taken place with the Clerk to Chute Forest PC following an approach to confirm the ‘joint-council’ administrative procedures for KGPF matters.

16.2
The report of the Management Committee and accounts provided with the agenda were then discussed and the Chair gave a resume’ of the comments/analysis which had been provided by the Clerk. It was agreed that the general position represented was satisfactory but that formal acceptance of the report and accounts should be postponed pending the scheduled joint review of the constitution. Action to initiate this to be arranged with Chute Forest PC.   Action : Chair 
ITEM 17 :   UPPER CHUTE YOUTH ACTIVITY AREA COMMUNITY PROJECT - ACTION
Adjournment 2

The Chair noted that Mrs Eve, supported by two other ladies, had pre-arranged to speak on this subject. In particular to seek advice on progress to date and attempt to offer some help in indicating possible alternative ways forward. He therefore  adjourned the meeting to open the matter to the floor. The time allowed - some 25 minutes – was exceptional but , at its close, all present agreed that it had been both welcome and constructive.   

17.1
The Chair noted that the first challenge for such a community project was to encourage/ facilitate the establishment of a project Committee/Group to take matters forward.   He had been about to advise that there had, so far, been insufficient time and resource to allow us to arrange a third planned meeting and the Community First support effort had therefore been put on hold :  the balance of the initial TCA grant for the feasibility phase (£736.00) was now held in a ring-fenced reserve.  However, the outcome of the open discussion seemed to indicate the possibility of progress – he had given his number to those parishioners present and hoped for some follow-up.

ITEM 18 :   ALLOTMENTS
18.1
Rent  Members agreed that all tenants were content that the rental should increase to £5.00 per annum :  the increase to take effect for 2010/11: proposed by Cllr Micklethwait, seconded by Cllr Sykes and agreed by all.

18.2
Allocation of Plot 7    Following discussion the Chair noted that only one tenant, Mr G Wheeler, was interested in taking on this additional plot with the ‘abandoned’ greenhouse.  He noted that the Clerk had devised a form of words to cover the allocation which he felt were appropriate and proposed that, in the circumstances, he should proceed with the allocation process: this was agreed by all.   Action : Clerk
ITEM 19 :   VERGE PROTECTION PILOT SCHEME – TO REVIEW PROGRESS
19.1
The Clerk advised that the (new) area engineer, Mr Martin Cook, had now obtained clearance from his senior management to proceed with posts around the chosen site opposite the entrance to St Nicolas church. Environmentally suitable posts for the conservation area had been identified and, as at 1st May, it was hoped to install these using the allocated time of the Parish Steward.  Given the history of this small (though significant) project the news was greeted with joy and pessimism in equal parts.  

ITEM 20 :   PROPOSED ‘TIBBS MEADOW’ RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION - REVIEW PROGRESS
20.1
The Chair stated he had nothing to report since contact with Sanctuary/Shaftesbury HA reported at 30 October 2008 meeting. – progress to be kept under review.

ITEM 21 :   REMOVAL OF B.T. POLE AT CADLEY GREEN - TO REVIEW PROGRESS
21.1
The Clerk reported (informal) confirmation of receipt of his letter of 15 February 2009 but no response or progress – he would keep trying.

ITEM 22 :   GRIT BINS & SATNAV MISDIRECTION ISSUES - TO REVIEW PROGRESS
22.1
The Chair noted that the Clerk had obtained agreement of a senior W.C. engineer (Ms Diane Ware) to visit the area and discuss the issues and possible means of rectification.  

ITEM 23 :   ITEMS FROM ANNUAL PARISH MEETING ON 9 APRIL 2009
23.1
Mobile Home at ‘Longview’  There were continuing concerns over the ‘life’ of the mobile home and of the possibility of septic tank discharge.  The Clerk would continue to liaise with W.C. Planning Officers, and the owners  – positive progress should be evident soon now that the planning approval for site development had been given. 

23.2
Litter Picking    The Clerk noted that, in the absence of ‘litter picker kits’ he was seeking a small grant but there seemed to be some planning blight following the initiation of the Unitary Council.
ITEM 24.    ANY OTHER BUSINESS
24.1
‘Longview’ Upper Chute    The Chair read a letter from the owners expressing their appreciation of the help and support provided during their efforts to define and obtain approval for their planned home.
24.2
The Chair noted that the next meeting was scheduled for 25th June 2009 and, there being no further business, he then closed the meeting at 21.20.
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